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the Vail Correspondent 


preserving a part of America’s past 


At the operating desk. 

With this issue, we mark five years of TVC. In the first 
issue (October 1992) I wrote, "The success of the Correspondent 
will be measured not in the number of readers it attracts, but by the 
willingness of those readers to share information with their fellow 
collectors. Its value will be gauged not by the quantity of pages in 
any issue, but by the quality of its contents. I hope you will join 
me in helping to make the Vail Correspondent the ’ official journal’ 
for the hobby of telegraph key collecting." 

The articles we have presented over the past five years show 
that you have taken those words to heart. And with your support 
and input, the Correspondent will continue to present information 
that will benefit, inform and entertain you. 

To make it easier for you to find what we’ve offered in the 
past, this issue includes an index to numbers | through 20. Recent 
subscribers who find an item of interest can order back issues from 
TVC ($3 each in North America, $4 elsewhere, postpaid). 

I’m often aggravated by those dumb "April fool" articles 
that appear with annual regularity in some other publications. So 
it was with a little mortification (and much laughter) that I learned 
that TVC had its own article that could be considered an April fool 
gag in the last issue. See "key clicks" at page 23. 

If the mica insulation has deteriorated from that large brass 
hand key and you’ve wondered how to repair it, John Elwood 
(WW7P) is here to help; see page 16. And Dave Pennes 
(WA3LKN) shows all our Vibroplex collectors something new 
(okay, something old) to look for on the cover and at page 10. 
Two articles in this issue bring you up to date on previous subjects: 
Blue Racer variants which we addressed last issue (see p. 4) and 
the "half key" which we looked at in TVC17 (see p. 8). 

As you know, our "regular columns" appear irregularly. 
After an absence of more than a year, "Foreign Keys" finally 
makes another appearance at page 19 with an English key from the 
collection of Dan Keane, NUIM. Enjoy. --WIIMQ. 
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More Blue Racers 


by Paul Bock Jr, K4MSG 


In the previous issue (TVC19), my article titled "The Transitional 
Blue Racer" described an "interim" style Blue Racer from the 
1940’s having square-style frame and a rounded-tip "U" damper. 
This caught Paul Bock’s attention; he had apparently been studying 
this, and other, variations of that popular bug. We present his 
comments and findings here, to boggle the minds of Vibroplex 
collectors and rivet counters everywhere. -W1IMQ. 


...comments relative to the Blue Racer frame and damper issue you 
mentioned on page 20 [of TVC19]. 

The problem is more complex than you suspected; there are 
at least five combinations of Blue Racer frame and damper, not 
three as you describe in the article, and they are based on the fact 
that there were four frame styles, not three. In examining my two 
1940’s Racers I discovered that I have one with the "interim" 
frame you describe, and one with a smaller non-cloverleaf square 
frame. Puck Motley, W4PM, also has one of the latter. 


Ed. note: For consistency, I have changed Paul’s notes to read 
"small square" and "large square" frame styles. Paul continues: 


Not only that, but my "large square frame" bug has the 
Square-tip damper, whereas my "small square frame" bug has the 
rounded-tip damper. W4PM’s [small square frame" bug] is the 
same as mine. 

Here are the details on my two 1940’s Blue Racers: 


1943 Blue Racer Standard, small square frame, rounded- 
tip damper. 

1945 Blue Racer WWII Deluxe, large square frame, square- 
tip damper. 


1941 model with rounded-tip damper without sloped side. 
(Dave Pennes, WA3LKN, collection/photo) 


Dimension Large square frame 


Height 1.625" 
Max width 1.375" 
Vertical bar 

thickness * 0.250" 
Vertical bar 

width ** 0.313" 
Horizontal arm 

length 1.063" 


* As viewed from the paddle end. 
** As viewed from the side of the bug. 


Small square frame 


1.500" 


1.313" 


0.188" 


0.313" 


1.125" 


Note that the "small square frame" actually has slightly 
longer horizontal arms than the "large square frame" version. As 
I see it, there could be up to nine possible variants of Blue Racer 
frame and damper combinations: 


Frame 


Cloverleaf 
Cloverleaf 
Small square 
Small square 
Large square 
Large square 
Late "rounded" 
Late "rounded" 
Late "rounded" 


Damper 


square-tip U 
round-tip U 
square-tip U 
round-tip U 
square-tip U 
round-tip U 
square-tip U 
round-tip U 
[small] L 


Reported by 


Lots of folks 
(none) 

(none) 

K4MSG, W4PM 
K4MSG 

[none] *** 
(none) 

(none) 

Lots of folks 


*** My key (TVC19) was listed as having a large square 
frame, but the frame height is 1.50 inches and so is not "large." 


(L) 1914 with square frame. (R) 1917 with cloverleaf frame. 
(Dave Pennes, WA3LKN, collection/photo) 


Some or all of the [five] "none reported" may not exist, but based 
on what W4PM and I have found there are at least [four] 
combinations extant. 

I suspect, but will never be able to prove, that during the 
high-production period of the 1940s Vibroplex may have obtained 
parts from several suppliers including frame and damper castings, 
and thus we may find different "mixes" of them depending on what 
parts were on hand for assembly on any particular day. The "large 
square" and "small square" frames may simply have both resulted 
from a change of suppliers from whomever made the cloverleaf 
frames, or perhaps the molds were lost or broken and the latter two 
were attempts to replace them. 


Ed. note: A following letter from Paul updated his information, and 
adds yet another variation. Here’s a summary of Paul’s list: 


Year description address frame damper 


1939 Japanned * Fulton St cloverleaf small square (a) 
1941 black wrinkle Fulton St large square rounded (b) 
1942 blue wrinkle Broadway small square rounded 

1942 black wrinkle Broadway small square rounded 

1943 black wrinkle Broadway small square rounded 

1944 black wrinkle Broadway large square rounded 

1944 black wrinkle Broadway small square rounded, SS 
1945 black wrinkle Broadway large square rounded, SS 
unk WWII Deluxe unk large square rounded 

1945 WWII Deluxe Broadway large square square 


* Junior-size base 

(a) This damper is reportedly smaller than any other square-tip U 
damper. 

(b) "Rounded" means the tips are rounded but the vertical arm is 
not steeply sloped as shown in TVC19. "Rounded, SS" means the 
damper wheel post is Steeply Sloped. 


Final note: And how many more are there? See Dave Pennes’ 1914 
Square-frame model in the photo, Dave points out that this variation 
is also shown at fig. 31 in Holly’s book, The Vibroplex Co. Inc. 
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The Vertical Half-Key, Part Il 


by Tom Perera, W1TP 


Last year I was lucky enough to find an extremely unusual vertical 
half-bug. It consisted of a small vertical key that only made dots 
when the knob was pressed down. It was featured on the cover of 
the Vail Correspondent number 17, October 1996. 

I brought it to the AWA Convention in Rochester, NY, in 
September and when Gil Schlehman (K9WDY) saw it, he offered 
me a deal that I just couldn’t refuse. 


Unusual Key and Vertical Dot Maker 


A few weeks after the convention Gil was walking through 
a flea market looking for the two bugs that he needs to bring his 
collection up to a grand total of 200 different bugs. He looked over 
at a table and saw something metal that he didn’t recognize. As Gil 
put it, "If I had not seen and acquired the vertical dot maker from 
Tom [Perera], I never would have given this piece of metal a 


second look." 

It didn’t have a knob and didn’t even look like any key he 
had ever seen before. He did, however, give it a second look and 
to his amazement he realized that it was a straight key of absolutely 
unique design that exactly matched the vertical dot maker. The cast 
iron base was exactly the same size and had the same cast-in legs, 
the lever was the same size and shape, and the knurling on the nuts 
was identical. 

He bought it and brought it home and put it next to the dot 
maker, and it was apparent that it was the "missing" dash-maker 
part. After he made a replacement knob and put them side by side, 
he could see that each part was slightly angled toward the other 
part so as to make it easier to operate with the fingers of one hand. 

Take a look at the "complete" semi-automatic key that 
resulted from the combination of these two finds. I think you will 
agree with me that it is the most unusual bug you have ever seen. 
You can see it in color at the very top of the Gil Schlehman 
collection pages of my internet telegraph key museum: 
http://www.chss.montclair.edu/ ~ pererat/telegraph. html 

I doubt that there is another one in existence. I think the 
coincidence of Gil finding that missing part was absolutely 
incredible, although I have often found that after I acquire some 
really rare piece, another one shows up within a month or so, Has 
anyone else noted this phenomenon? 


Morse 2000 World Conference 


The University of Wisconsin (Eau Claire, and Extension), the 
Trace Research and Development Center, and the Johns Hopkins 
University Center for Enabling Technology will sponsor the Morse 
2000 World Conference for clinicians, teachers, researchers, 
product developers, assistive technology users and their families. 

The Conference will be held at the Radisson South Hotel in 
Bloomington, Minnesota, on Saturday, October 25, 1997 between 
the hours of 5 PM and 9PM, and on Sunday, October 26 from 8 
AM to 4 PM. 

For further information contact Debra King, Morse 2000 
Outreach Director, at (715) 836-3990, or email kingdr@uwec.edu 


Notes from the Vibroplex file 


The Foil Key Tag 


As used by collectors, the word ephemera refers to things which 
were intended to last only a short time. Such items quickly became 
outdated or unnecessary, and were usually thrown out the next day 
(newspapers) or sooner (packaging materials), and therefore can be 
difficult for the collector to find. With reference to our hobby, 
receipts, tags and instruction sheets are in the category of 
ephemera. Here we’ll look at one piece of Vibroplex ephemera. 


The third installment of Louise Moreau’s landmark series 
on the key was devoted to Vibroplex. On page 9 of Morsum 
Magnificat #8 (summer 1988) was shown an otherwise unidentified 
picture of a kind of Vibroplex company logo. This picture also 
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appears on page 27 of the reprint of that series, The Story of the 
Key where it is identified as a "Vibroplex Name Plate, 1941." This 
puzzled me no end. I had never seen this thing, and didn’t know 
what it was, but I was certain it wasn’t a nameplate. 

The puzzle was finally solved recently when Dave Pennes, 
WA3LKN, sent me photos of a "foil and paper label attached to a 
WWII grey base Deluxe Original." the cover and opposite page 
show Dave’s tag. What was formerly a mystery was now obvious. 

Not long afterward, Derek Cohn, WBOTUA sent photos of 
his tag, which came with a WWII Deluxe Lightning Bug and is 
shown below. 


It seems that these tags appeared with the WWII Deluxe 
keys, but it is not limited to that era. Derek passed along some 
additional information on these tags obtained from internet chats 
with other collectors: Randy Cole, KN6W, reported having an 
early 1960’s Deluxe Blue Racer with the tag. And Paul Bock, 
K4MSG, had a tag on a 1962 Presentation, SN 229273. 
Unfortunately, Paul managed to lose that tag -- ephemera, indeed. 

For something I’d never seen before, these tags now seem 
a bit more common than I’d realized. Dave, Derek and Randy are 
fortunate to have them -- and by the way, Paul does have another 
one, on a WWII Deluxe Original. Now we know what that picture 
is in Moreau’s article. 
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TVC INDEX, No. 1 through No. 20 


References are to issue and page number (12.4 means TVC12, page 4). Some 
article names have been changed, and some items have been cross-indexed. 


Main Key Articles 

American inst. makers .. 12.4 
Autronic paddle 13,8227 
British Admiralty Key 7681 . 20.19 


Brown Bros keys ....... 2.4 
Bug checklist, NOWAN 14.4 
Bunnell Gold Bug ....... 16.4 
Coffe Mecograph ....... 15.4 
Eddystone bug ......... 8.4 
Leaf spring switches ..... 16.18 
Marconi 971 key........ 13.4 
McElroy addresses ...... 19.16 
McElroy Junior bug...... 1.4 
McElroy P-500 variations .. 9.4 
Melehan Valiant ........ 11.4 
MESCO catalog, 1920 .... 19.4 


MESCO missing link, Coll’s 13.14 


Illustration Index, NV2C ... 8.11 
Shawplex bug ......... 7.4 
Signal Corps J-38 ....... 10.4 
SMD Kmk2 key . 12.16, 13.18 
Speed-Xi 285 -« 8s eee 5.4 
Spy keysisessec eels Ss 15.12 
Vertical half-key ..... 17.10, 20.8 
Other Articles 

Are you a collector? ..... 17.14 
Auction prices .. 13.16, 17.13 


Chicago F.D. abandons teleg 17.12 
Dating with patent numbers . 9.16 
Driving West 1996 15.22 
Estimating production quant’s 11.14 


Japan, Hunting for keys in. . 9.14 
Moreau collection at AWA. 15.21 
Moreau, Louise Ramsey ... 4.4 
McElroy book errata ..... 9.9 
McElroy story,a ....... 9.12 
Mug, telegrapher’s ... 6.9, 8.9 
My favorite key (CRL-26012) 9.7 


NIKPR, keys of . 2.14, 14.24 
Packing bugs for shipment . . 11.20 


Rochester report, Raven’s . . 18.11 
Showing your keys ...... 6.16 
Specialists (collectors) 5.9 
Telegraph, Texas ....... 6.4 
Vail Correspondent ...... 2.16 
Book Reviews 

Keys II: The Emporium ... 13.19 


Railroad Teleg’y and the R.R. 17.22 


Story of the Key otc. 12.18 
Briefly Mentioned 

L892 DUG eet sooo ociava cs 37. 
Display Case Co. ....... 5:12 
Dodge’s Institute........ 9.10 
Louise Ramsey Moreau, SK. 9.3 
Marconi bug .......... 1.8 
Nikey paddle .......... 6.3 
Palmer and Hallad ...... 12.24 
Indexes, lists and references 

Bug checklist, NOWAN 14.4 
Illustration Index, NV2C ... 8.11 
Patent numbers vs year .... 9.16 


Birth Dates of Vibroplex Keys 18.4 


Landline instruments and circuits 


April fool sounder ....... 11.16 
Battenmesy <3 ssaianya. ete es 17.16 
Bunnell steel lever key .... 4.7 
Electromagnets . . 11.16, 12.19 
Mech. practice inst’s . . 6.11, 9.10 
Power circuits 10.15, 10.18 
Rela yS-255 v5 Se eee aa 9.19 
Skirrow (Postal) sounder . . . 15.18 
SOUNGCTS: Gass Sie ee 8.22 
Wedges and pegs ....... 18.18 


Military Keys 


AN/GSC-T1 (photo) ..... 5.15 
Bathtub (English) key ..... 16.14 
CQ-1213 Navy (photo) .... 4.17 
CRL-26012 Navy ... . 9.7, 10.23 
Field induction teleg (photo) 13.17 
J-7 Signal Corps (photo) ... 4.17 
J-37 on base (photo) ..... 5.14 
J-38 (major article) ...... 10.4 
J-41 (article) .. 2.0.00... 14.20 
J-41-A (photo) ......... 14.1 
J-46 (photo). .......... 5.14 
Military nomenclature . 4.15, 5.14 
Navy key codes ........ 2.13 
Practice K6y isa i583 9.10 
SE-144 Navy (photo) ..... 4.15 
Signal Corps J keys (list) 4.16 
TG-5 (photo) .......... 14.21 
Miscellaneous Photos 

Altoona Shops sounder .... 8.25 
Central Scientific switches . . 16.19 
Coins, Morse... 2. 6 00 es 14.19 
Cote, O.E,,. bag=-e se 2? «, 2 7.11 
Eberbach & Son switch . . . . 16.21 
Ericsson, L.M., key ..... 6.13 


Greeley/Tillotson sounder . . 15.20 


Hall relays so 235 6350. 9.19 
Leeds & Northrup switch .. 16.18 
McElroy CP-500........ 91 
McElroy, 23 Bayside St. . . . 19.17 
McElroy S-600 detail ..... 19.1 
Permaflex paddle ....... 9.17 
Phelps-relay~...2) ssuiccs 16 5 « 10.16 
Register, old .......... 12.25 
Russell & Stoll key ...... 15.17 
Signal Electric relay... ... 9.21 
Standard Radio bug ...... 5.11 
Tillotson sounder ....... 8.23 
Willer, Murray, keys 2.10 


Mystery Key 
Articles: 5.10, 6.14, 7.11, 9.18, 
12.24, 15.16, 17.15, 19.22, 20.14. 
Keys identified: 


Cote (O.E.) bug 7.11, 8.28 
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Skinner box key . 19.22, 20.23 
Standard Radio bug .. . 5.11, 6.14 


Restoration 

Applying crackle paint .... 13.13 
Cleaning anything ....... 4.6 
Cleaning bug bases ...... TAT 
Cleaning black crackle .... 5.13 
Cleaning keys ...... JA 2.12 
Pretty paddles ......... 1225 
Refinishing a Vibroplex 4.13 
Repairing a rusted bug ... . 12.25 
Restoration of a Hand Key . . 20.16 
Vibroplex nameplate refinish 3.11 
Vibroplex red bug touch-up . 3.11 
Vibroplex (articles) 

Blue Racer, transitional . . . . 19.20 
Blue Racer. variations 20.4 
Birth dates of V. keys .... 18.4 
Combination key . 10.12, 11.22 
Contact strip numbers... . . 19.18 
Decals =e. aa tack ws aos os 3.12 
First Vibroplex, the 17.9, 18.16 
Hor Key Tages n2 occ 6 See. 20.10 
Levers (A V. Puzzlement) .. 3.8 
Lever variations ........ 6.6 


Liggett (Texas) Vibro 13.10, 16.2 


Nameplate, Number 84,356 . 3.16 
Newclife cae sac cee. os 4.12 
Portland, Atripto ...... 3.4 
Special Vibroplex issue... . 3.0 
Transverse bug plate ..... 14.22 
Vibroplex [with] SN 1746 .. 17.4 
Zephyr, Finding the...... 16.17 
Vibroplex (Miscellaneous) 

Case, Barly: eign a grave: ar 0 ait 17.6 
Champion (photo) 16.17, 19.19 
Company (Maine) for sale .. 3.15 
Company (Maine) sold .... 9.3 
Lightning Bug (photo) 3.1 
Nameplate, first (photo) 18.1 


Nameplate, latest (photo) . . . 18.10 
Presentation 3.15 


MYSTERY KEY 


This issue’s mystery key comes from the collection of John 
Elwood, WW7P, who is probably best known to key collectors for 
his masterful serial number dating guide to Vibroplex keys ("Birth 
Dates of the Vibroplex Keys," TVC18). But John’s eclectic 
collection includes dozens of other makes and hundreds of other 
keys. And when you acquire as many keys as John has, there’s 
bound to be at least one that you can’t identify. John showed me 
this one when I was in Arizona this past winter. 


This key isn’t merely a mystery, it’s a puzzle. On the base 
are what appear to be two circuit-closing switches. Actually, they 
select one of two circuits to be connected to the lower contact 
(anvil). It is well, but inexpensively, made: The ends of the lever 
are attached by screws to the pivot support. The base seems to be 
a dense, man-made substance. A hole at each corner of the base is 
probably for mounting the key to a table or other apparatus. The 
purpose of the two pairs of holes at the back end is unknown. 
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The only markings are underneath the base: "2250-L-4," 
perhaps a part number. Do you know who made it, and what it was 
used for? Even a suggestion as to its origin or purpose can help 
point John toward a solution to his mystery key. 


advt. MAVER: American Telegraphy 


A beautiful hardcover reprint of the fifth edition of 
"American Telegraphy and Encyclopedia of the Telegraph". 
Everything in telegraphy to 1912. Landline, fire, printing, 
military telegraph, more. 600+ pages, 500+ illustrations. 


#MAV, $34.95 USA s/h add $2.00 
Canada insured s/h add $11.00 
Elsewhere surface insured add $15.00 


Artifax Books, P.O. Box 88, Maynard MA 01754 USA 
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Restoration of a Hand Key 


by John Elwood, WW7P 


Most of the hand keys made by the Signal Electric Manufacturing 
Company which I have leave much to be desired from aesthetic 
viewpoint. My favorite one of theirs is the Standard Wireless Key. 
I have all three of them; they are identical, with all brass 
construction, and differ only in contact size: 


Type Contacts 
R-62 3/16 " 
R-63 1/4" 
R-64 3/8 " 


Here’s what I did (and I know there are some collectors 
who will not clean up an old key, but I’m not one of them). 

Completely disassemble the whole key but be sure to make 
a Sketch of how the parts were originally assembled. Take all the 
brass hardware (only) and place in a jar of lacquer thinner. Leave 
the brass in the solution until as much as possible of the original 
lacquer has come off, then remove, wash and dry. 

This time I decided to let a Faredom Jewelers Kit do the 
polishing work rather than my normal manual system. I first use 
Turtle Wax "Chrome Polish and Rust Remover" using only a felt 
polishing wheel. (Under no circumstances use a steel polishing 
wheel.) Wash and dry each piece, then do a final hand polish using 
MAAS Polishing Creme, applying with a flannel cloth (MAAS 
International, inc., P.O. Box 128, LaGrange IL 60525-0128). 

These keys have an insulation strip under the base and 
washers that are made of isinglass [mica]. On nearly all the keys, 
these are broken or missing. I couldn’t find a place that sold 
isinglass so had to fabricate my own. 
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replacing the insulating strip 
My science-teacher son enlightened me on what I needed. 
Here’s his description: "Muscovite -- mineral; white mica, a 
complex silicate (potassium aluminum orthosilicate) previously used 
in the manufacture of insulating and fireproofing material." 


STANDARD KEY 


This standard wireless key is designed to carry heavy cur- 
rents. All brass construction with lacquer finish. Fur- 
nished with %, 4% or %-inch coin silver contacts. Navy 
type key knob. 


a SSFSFSFSFSFSSFFeFMMeSeSeSe 
Type Contacts Code Word Net Wet. Sh’g Wet. List Price 


R-62 %6” | SEMCU % 1b. 2Ibs. —4$3.50 
R-63 %” SEMCV %Ib. 2 Ibs. 3.60 
R-64 %”  SEMCW % Ib. 2 Ibs. 3.85 


From an early 1940’s SEMCO booklet. 


Fortunately, I found a man at the flea market who was 
selling different types of rocks, and he had a few pieces of mica. 
Get a piece about 4" X 2.5". I paid $4.00 for mine. Having never 
purchased a rock of any kind before (not counting rings), I don’t 
know if this was a good, bad or indifferent price. The mica can 
be removed from the stone in slices. I used a sharp knife blade to 
separate the thickness I needed. 

Make an outline sketch of the insulating strip on your key; 
I used a file card. Be sure to mark the holes. Now punch or drill 
a hole in the mica that will clear an 8-32 hole, i.e. #9 drill bit. Do 
this near the end of the mica. I will say here that I did not use a 
drill bit to make my holes but I think it will work. I used one of 
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the punches of my three-hole paper punch. 

Take your outline sketch, center up the one hole you made 
with the drill or punch, then carefully cut out the design of the 
outline sketch with a pair of scissors. Now you only have to find 
where to drill or punch the other hole in the mica. Don’t throw 
away the scraps of mica. 


making the washers 

Now we make the mica washers. Punch a hole in the spare 
pieces -- you may even be able to make three or four washers from 
one piece of scrap. With scissors, shape the spare pieces to as close 
an approximation as the 8-32 flat washer. Now take: 

One 1 1/4" X 8-32 machine screw 

One 8-32 machine hex nut 

Two 8-32 flat washers which have a circumference the 

same size as your insulating washer (approx. 3/8") 
Now place an 8-32 flat washer on the screw, then stack about 25 
pieces of the mica washers on that. Atop the mica, place the other 
flat washer, then the nut. Tighten down the screw and nut; they 
can be cinched down quite a bit without cracking the mica. 

Take a flat mill file and file down the rough corners of the 
mica. Now use the Faredom tool (or other type) with a grinding 
stone. Grind the mica down to the diameter of the flat washers. 
You now have as many mica washers as you want to make. 

Signal Electric is not the only manufacturer that used 
isinglass as an insulator. My wife E-D’s favorite hand key is a 
brass Bunnell utilizing isinglass. We can use the same process for 
repairing them. 

Reassemble your key. It will be more beautiful than when 
it left the factory. Some may want to re-lacquer their key but I’d 
rather re-polish, and I don’t want all that work of removing the 
lacquer before polishing. 

Good luck with your key. 


The author, John Elwood of 5716 North 34th Drive, Phoenix 
Arizona 85017, has been collecting telegraph keys for many years. 
He is one of the few collectors to assemble a complete collection 
of every Vibroplex model. 
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FOREIGN KEYS 


Admiralty Key Pattern 7681 


The photos show Dan Keane’s (NUIM) Admiralty key, 
pattern no. 7681. Dan looked long and hard to find this type of key 
for his collection. When he did, he was fortunate to have the right 
trade material available to acquire it. 

The second line on the front of the base reads "serial no. 
GDN 1911 year JH." The "GDN" indicates that the key was made 
by Goodburn Engineering Co. Ltd., of Uxbridge, which was one 
of several makers of the pattern 7681 key. 


It has been proposed that the letter-coded date is deciphered 
by ascribing a sequential number to the letters, that is, A = 1, B 
= 2, etc. But 1918 is probably much too early for Dan’s key. 
Other known "GDN" Admiralty keys carry date codes of JF and 
JG, and two other known AP (Admiralty pattern) keys are an AP 


19 


691 dated 1942, and an AP 65485 dated 1946 (clear, or uncoded, 
dates). These latter keys are somewhat smaller and more "old 
fashioned" looking than the AP 7681, hinting that Dan’s key is a 
later model. 

A possible clue to the date coding is the appearance of what 
looks like an AP 7681 in the movie Battle Hell starring Richard 
Todd. This movie (available on videotape) tells the story of the 


British frigate HMS Amethyst which was fired upon in the Yangtze 
River by Chinese revolutionaries in 1949. It was filmed aboard the 
original ship in the mid-fifties; several close-ups of the key appear. 

Dan’s key is missing the cover (AP 60803), which would 
shroud the entire key and from which the knob would protrude. 
One known Goodburn cover carries the date code "LK", a further 
lead in deciphering the dates. 

Congratulations to Dan Keane for finding his dream key, 
and thanks for sharing it with us. 


References: Morsum Magnificat #20 p. 33; #21 p. 40; #32 cover 
1 and cover 2; and #40 p, 41. 
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unclassified ads 


When responding, say you saw it in 
The Vail Correspondent. 


Toy telegraphy sets. Pairs and 
singles, 17 pieces, for sale as a 
collection only. Details and color 
photo on request. Stan Riome, 
VE3STN/NSOQM, 3 Braeside Rd., 
Fergus Ontario NIM 2V1 Canada. 


Story of the Key. Louise Moreau’s 
famed six-part series in one booklet. 
Well illustrated. $12.95 plus $2.00 
s/h. Artifax Books, Box 88, 
Maynard MA 01754. 


MESCO catalog no. 30. Contains 
most telegraph items shown in 
TVC19. Date unknown, but 
probably prior to 1920. 896 pages, 
$65. Cliff Sullivan, 4902 W Monte 
Cristo Ave, Glendale AZ 85306. 
(602) 978-3551. Email 
suclif@worldnet. att.net 


McElroy multi-color 9" X 14" 
reproduction Chart of Codes, $12 
ppd USA, $14 DX (US funds). Tee 
shirt, L or XL size, $19.95 ppd. 
J.F. Rhilinger, KC1MI, 37 Pearl 
St., Boston MA 02125. (617) 825- 
9763. 


Looking for a Radio Shack DCM-6 
modem. William H. Myers, 866 
Fairview Ave., Waynesboro PA 
17268. (717) 762-4074. 


16+ page revised, illustrated list of 
my surplus telegraph collectibles, 
$3.00 / 2 stamps ($5 refund on $25 
purchase). T.V. Jacobs, 5 
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Yorktown Place, Fort Salonga NY 
11768. (516) 261-1576, FAX (516) 
754-4616, email joekey@aol.com 


Collector seeking early telegraph 
instruments (circa 1850’s - 1870’s). 
Highest prices paid for quality 
instruments. Peter Thomashow, 301 
East 17th St., New York NY 
10003. (718) 797-1024. email: 
electromag@earthlink.net 


Want a Vibroplex #6 (Lightning 
Bug) with black japan base, in exc. 
condition. John Casale, W2NI, 3 
Pickering La, Troy NY 12180. 


key clicks 


Letters will be published as space 
permits, and may be edited. 


Scarce keys 

After reading Larry Harmon’s 
comments as a new collector (Key 
Clicks, TVC19), I will have to 
agree with him that keys are far and 
few between here in the west. I 
have been a key "accumulator" for 
twenty four years and have a 
meager collection. 

I have concluded that keys can 
be found, the trick is to have the 
time to go to flea markets regularly. 
Visiting them sporadically decreases 
your chances. Mario Rubio, N6XR. 

You are right, perseverance 
pays off. But don’t limit yourself to 
hamfest flea markets. My finds in 
the west over the years include a 
Mac Key at an antique store in Las 
Cruces, New Mexico, a rotatable 
Dow-Key at the Phoenix Fairground 
antique flea market, and a 


telegrapher’s typewriter at an 
antique shop in Blythe, California. 
Other collectors have reported 
success at the monthly TRW swap 
meet in Las Vegas. 

And Larry Harmon has had 
some success since the last issue; 
his latest letter follows. -W1IMQ. 


Friendly collectors 

I didn’t expect the followup I 
received to my letter in the April 
Vail Correspondent. Two collectors, 
readers of TVC, were kind enough 
to contact me with welcome 
encouragement and collecting hints. 
I was really touched to hear from 
them. I had gotten the impression 
that bug collecting was sort of a 
dog-eat-dog business, but now I 
know that at least some collectors 
are real gentlemen and willing to be 
helpful friends. 

Since I sent the letter, I have 
picked up an E.F. Johnson Speed- 
X, a Blue Racer of the "interim" 
style shown in TVC19, and a 
standard Vibroplex with a beige 
base, which I understand is an early 
Maine model from about 1979, 
although it has a New York 
nameplate. So now I have a start. 
But I have a lot to learn. 

I have also noticed that all 
back issues of TVC are still 
available. It appears that if I am to 
be serious about this at all, I need 
to learn the lessons contained in 
those back issues. Therefore, I have 
enclosed a check for issues 1 - 17. 
Larry Harmon, N7NX. 

I hope all our readers will 
encourage newcomers to join the 
hobby. More collectors will result in 
more friends to share our ideas 
with, and more keys being found, 


displayed and traded, to the benefit 
of all of us. -W1IIMQ. 


Manhattan Electrical Supply Co. 

Regarding issue no. 19, April 
1997, and MESCO apparatus. 
Enclosed are pictures of a Western 
Electric 3B sounder in its 12A 
resonator [shown below] and a no. 
21A pony relay. 

These items were rescued from 
the Lodi Central Office, Lodi, 
Calif., before the old no. 9 
telegraph test board was hauled 
away as junk. 

Interesting how the design had 
not changed on these instruments 
over the years. Phil Kellen, K6CJ. 


The 214A relay with its slate 
base on iron sub-base is a nice find. 
Since it is 100 ohms and has a coil 
in-out adjustment, I would not call 
it a "pony" relay, although the use 
of that term has never been crystal 
clear to me. Congratulations on 
saving these instruments from 
destruction. -W1IMQ. 


No friend of collectors 

Wonder if you read the article 
in "Antique Week," March 17, 
1997? It’s title: "Pocketable 
Telegraph Sets Can Tap Into Big 


Money" by Lewis Coe. 

With the thousands of antique 
dealers who receive this publication, 
we key collectors can forget about 
buying keys at reasonable prices 
from antique stores. 

Coe should have known what 
such an article would do to 
collectors.. 

a¢ - T've purchased two of ve 
cs in 


lewis Coe, author of "The 
Telegraph" and other books, stated 
in the article that "In any 
transaction | between knowledgeable 
persons or at auction where , 
collectors are present the price [of 
pocket telegraph instruments] is ie 
going to be $200 or more and can 
be much higher depending on 
eles " -WIIMO. 


TVCI9 mystery key 

The mystery key [in TVC19] 
is actually designed primarily for 
animal use, not for humans. I guess 
that’s why it was included i in the 
"April Fool's" issue of. AVG 

While I was in graduate school 


in psychology, Tused many of these 


keys which \ were mounted on the: 
side of cages which were often 
called "Skinner boxes” after 
psychologist B.F. Skinner. The 
cages were designed to hold rats, 
cats or monkeys. 

animal to press down ¢ on the ies 
by automatically delivering a a small 
food pellet every time the contact. 
key- -pressing response was made. 
The underlying principles of 
learning could be investigated by 
determining what factors increased 
and decreased the speed of learning. 
; ' tj 


LJ 
q 


the past but they’ ll be the — 


To my knowledge, however, 
‘no psychologist ever succeeded in 
training rats, cats or monkeys to 
send Morse code with these keys. 
Tom Perera, WITP. 

Putting Dan Keane’s (NUIM) 
odd key in the April issue was 

inadvertent, SO actually, the joke’s 

on us. Do you suppose finding one 
of these keys has trained Dan to go 
out and look for others? ? -W1. mee. 


More kudos for WW7P 

Tom, the i issue.on dating 
Vibroplex bugs [no. 18] was Great! 
Sam Jansen, WOBBN. 


abe Our two most popular back 


Keys,” 


issues are no. 18, with WW7P’s 
"Birth Dates of the Vibroplex 
" and no. 14, with the 
"NOWAN | Bug ‘Checklist. ” As noted 
on page 2, back issues are $3 each 
(foreign, $4). -WIIMQ. 
A Binding idea 

[have just started collecting — 
Vibroplex bugs and paddles. TVC 


~ has provided many historical items 


about these devices. Best of luck on 
your endeavor and helping others in 
preserving history. 

___-In issue no. 12 [Key Clicks], 
KCIMI and WX6D stated the need 
for binders. I placed 19 issues of 
TVC, Railroad Telegrapher’s 
Handbook, Introduction to Key 
Collecting [now out of print -Ed.] 
and Bunnell’s Last Catalog in a 
QST binder. These binders can be 
ordered through the ARRL. The 
TVGx As smaller than the old QSTs 
and many more can be placed in the 
binder. Extra wires for these 

"binders can be purchased at a hobby 
and art/craft shop. I now have all 
the information in one neat binder. 
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One item I have not been able a feature of a Deluxe model is 


to find information on is the small worth remembering. -W1IMQ. 
grounding braid that is placed 
between the mainframe and the Index time 
yoke. I have only found this braid Just a thought -- it’s time for 
on bugs and paddles with jewel an index of the first 20 issues. Bet 
movements. I am sure you and your I’m not the only one who spends 
readers can provide some interesting too much time going through the 
historic information. Ron Bosco, stack to find the information I need. 
WB2GAI. Stan Riome, VE3STN/NSOQM. 

As Ron notes, the smaller 6.5 No, you're not the only one, 
X 9.5 inch binders used for OST Stan. I do that, too. Your letter 
before 1976 are still available from arrived as I was putting the uf 
the ARRL. Re the Vibroplex ground finishing touches on the index, 
braid, Ron’s observation that this is which appears herein. -W1IMQ. 

BIZ CARDS ...... $8 for four issues 


Collector of Telegraph Keys, 
Old Radios, Microphones, & Apparatus 


- WW, wanted - wanted - wanted - wanted 
History, Appraisals, Buying, Trading. 


TELEGRAPH 


instruments - books - magazines - trade catalogs 


Internet Telegraph Museum- 
http://www, chss. montclair.edu/~pererat/telegraph. him! 


WITP 


(508) 562-5573 


TOM PERERA 
e-mail - pererat@alpha.montclair.edu TOM FRENCH Amateur Radio Keys 
11 Squire Hill Road Fassett _ Road 151 Barton Road All Landline | instruments 
N. Caldwell, NJ 07006 Hancock, VT 05748 ni 
(201) 226.8185 (802) 767-3265 Stow MA 01775 USA T.R. McElroy a specialty 


COLLECTOR: TELEGRAPH KEYS AND EQUIPMENT 
BUGS AND STRAIGHT | KEYS 
SPECIALIST - - ( McELRoy Mac- -Keys) 


KC1MI 
JOHN F. RHILINGER 


Place your business card here. 
Or make up your own biz-card size 
ad (2” X 3.5") and let other 
collectors know your interests. 
(Cards reproduced at 70%.) 
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MORSE TELEGRAPH CLUB 37 PEARL ST. 
ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOC. BOSTON, MA 02125 
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